A simple screening test for the detection of erythropoietin antibodies.
Antibody-mediated pure red cell aplasia (PRCA) is a rare complication of erythropoietin (EPO) therapy. Identification and demonstration of functional activity of EPO antibodies required to diagnose this condition is difficult and only performed in selected laboratories worldwide. In this article we report a recent cluster of three cases of antibody-mediated PRCA over a 16-month period in a single center associated with EPREX use. We also describe the use of a simple low-cost inhibitor assay that can be used to screen for PRCA in local laboratories.